
 

Please use the guidance to review and refine the curriculum 

workbooks.  

Cohesion of curriculum 

Where do we make use of prior knowledge of the curriculum 

within this unit? 

What do we intend students to know? What is the core 

knowledge of the unit? Where do students build up an 

established schema within the study of this unit?   

How are we exploring knowledge for future use? 

Consider use of content and accompanying questions; consider the 

written explanations and whether they are fit for purpose; consider the links 

between this unit and future units, and whether they are effectively shared 

and revisited with students throughout the unit.  

Assessment to inform curriculum 

Are effective MCQ used to inform next steps? 

Do multiple choice questions use plausible distractors (same-

length stems, accessible language, no one obvious answer) 

Do teachers have the flexibility to teach responsively, through 

both the retrieval episodes and returning to prior knowledge? 

Is the final assessment challenging, suitable and fit for purpose 

to prepare students for the next key stage? 

Does the unit map back through the knowledge and practice 

required to complete the assessment? 

Consider which MCQ may need refinement to ensure they cover the core 

knowledge of the unit (use the knowledge organisers to inform choices 

here); consider where there is available flexibility to ‘strip back’ the 

workbook so that teachers can be responsive for their classes; consider 

what we want students to take from the assessment to their study of the 

curriculum in future.  

Delivery of the curriculum 

Where does the workbook anticipate key misconceptions of this 

content? 

Are the big questions vast and subject driven rather than exam-

driven? 

Is there a regular opportunity for teachers to model parts of the 

process, and then just before assessment, a model in full? 

Does the vocabulary provide a sense of challenge and 

relevance? 

Are students asked key questions that regularly check 

understanding? 

Consider the element of ‘building up’ practice for an assessment so that 

teacher can model part of an assessment, or provide an exemplar in full at 

a later point; consider where students have the opportunity to regularly 

write following exposure to examples. 

English 

Curriculum 

workbook 

review 

The workbook is a 

template that 

provides a sequence 

of core knowledge 

but with the flexibility 

to enable responsive 

teaching. 



 


